
Village of East Dundee 
GENERAL VILLAGE COMMITTEE 

Monday, November 4, 2019 
04:00 PM 

Police Station 2nd Floor Meeting Room 
115 E. 3rd Street, East Dundee, Illinois 60118 

 
 

I.      Roll Call 
 

II.      Items for Discussion 
A. Logo Redesign 

  
III.      Other Business 

 
IV.      Adjournment 

 



 

To: General Village Committee 

From: Brad Mitchell, Assistant Administrator 

            Amanda Rafter, Management Analyst 

Subject: Logo Redesign 

Date: November 1, 2019 

 

Joe Zeller, of Zeller Marketing & Design, graciously donated his time to help the Village design a brand new logo that will 
help launch a new branding initiative.  Mr. Zeller created six different black and white logo options that the Village 
should narrow down before he works on any redesigns/changes to them.  Along with each concept, Joe included 
renderings of how each would look on a street banner, a t-shirt and on an e-newsletter.  This is important to keep in 
mind because the Village plans to create new street banners and to include the updated logo on print materials and 
online.  The breakdown of each design is below.  

Logo Concept 1 

 
The Depot and river are highlighted and noticed immediately.  It also has a small-town feel to it because of the scenic 
image of the Depot, bicyclist, bench and trees.  From a graphic design standpoint, this logo will be difficult to work with 
because of how busy it is.  To make it simpler, the alternative usage logo would be used most in daily business, which 
does not stand out and is too simple.   
 
Logo Concept 2 

 
This logo is the simplest of the six.  “EAST DUNDEE” is bold and stands out.  The curved line represents the river and 
above it states, “A historical District along the Fox River.”  The tagline is not one that makes the Village stand out in any 
way compared to the other municipalities along the river.  Overall, the design is too simple and does not represent 
enough of the Village to choose it.  
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Logo Concept 3 

 
Logo concept 3 is much more modern looking with the majority of the design in a circle.  Inside it shows a bicyclist on the 
bike path riding by a tree and a bench.  The curves on the bottom portion represent the hills, streams and river 
throughout East Dundee.  Underneath the circle is “EAST DUNDEE” is a bold typeface.  Although modern, this logo looks 
extremely corporate and does not highlight the Depot or businesses.   
 
Logo Concept 4 

 
This logo concept features “EAST DUNDEE” bold in the center.  Set behind is a circle with a curve on the top to represent 
the bike path and lines on the bottom half portion to represent the river.  The alternative usage logo on the bottom right 
is too simple and would not stand out well.  This traditional looking logo looks too similar to a village seal and fails to 
highlight the Depot or the businesses in East Dundee.   
 
Logo Concept 5 

 
Logo concept five is based on a vintage train sign.  It looks very retro and features a very bold, mostly black logo with the 
village’s name in it with “Dundee” in between two lines.  These two lines represent the bike path and the bridge over 
the river.  The two smaller curvy lines on the bottom of the logo represent water from the river.  Although a nice 
throwback to trains, it seems unnecessary since there are no longer any trains that run through East Dundee.  
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Logo Concept 6 

 
The final logo concept is all set within a circle.  “East” is in easy to read cursive that helps it stand out and “DUNDEE” is 
bolded in the center.  There are also two curvy lines beneath that can represent the river and/or the bike path.  The 
alternative usage logo on the bottom right is unique and would stand out well in print and online materials.   
 
Recommendation 
The logo that is recommended to be modified and used is logo concept 6 because it is modern and unique compared to 
neighboring municipalities.  There are some modifications that staff would like to see.  First, “VILLAGE OF” and “EST. 
1871” should be removed to allow “East DUNDEE” to take center stage.  The curvy lines on the bottom should be altered 
because it looks like only the river is being represented. To show more defining characteristics of East Dundee, the space 
on the top could try to incorporate the businesses and/or the Depot in some way.   
 
The colors of the logo should remain black and white.  Using black and white will keep the logo readable and will 
continue the same theme in marketing from the current logo.  The new logo will be showcased on streetlight banners, 
eliminating the need for wayfinding signage.  To have the best banners possible, staff believes that elements from logo 
concept 1 including the Depot building, path and bicycle rider should be featured on the street banners.  The banners 
may then be customized for the time of year and directions.  For example, wintertime banners will have snowflakes 
falling.  A banner on R72 in the summer may have “Gather at the Depot” which then leads to River Street and the Depot. 
 
 
 
 


